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One of the aspects about the Junior Creative Writing section that makes it so interesting is the diversity 
of entries it allows for. For a number of years now, this section has been opened up to include not 
just traditional modes of presentation, but also comic strips, picture diaries, and other forms that 
incorporate illustrations. This year we had a range of styles of writing and modes of presentation, and 
found that the traditional creative writing piece has become less dominant.
The topic ‘This changes everything’ was far and away the most popular of the three offered, and it was 
fantastic to read the wide range of ways in which students interpreted it. From detecting signs of UFOs 
from Parkes Observatory, to inventing a water filter in a CSIRO laboratory for global use, many students 
wrote about future possibilities in science. There were also a number of students whose writing pieces 
travelled back in time to tell the stories of scientists who had made discoveries or created inventions 
that made a lasting impact on the world. The more well-known Australian inventions, such as the black 
box flight recorder and the cochlear implant featured prominently. Interestingly, there were a number 
of entries that highlighted the human element of changes in science, and drew upon empathy to inject 
creativity into their writing.
The top scoring entries were both fascinating to read and, for the most part, followed the guidelines set 
out in this year’s Handbook. There were also entries that, while well-written, either did not follow one of 
the topics listed, or did not follow this year’s theme of ‘Australian Game Changers and Change Makers’. 
There is a lot of information for students to process in the guidelines for their entries. Therefore, it is 
important that their school coordinator or Science teacher goes through the guidelines with them, and 
ensures that they understand what is expected. 
Some other points for students to consider when entering next year are to upload all components of 
their entry, including the writing piece, Cover Page, Appendix and Bibliography; also, to integrate relevant 
scientific terms and concepts throughout their writing, but place the bulk of scientific explanation in the 
Appendix. When writing the Appendix, students need to include scientific explanations that go beyond a 
glossary of terms.
We were excited this year for students to be able to submit their entries online. This ensured easier 
tracking of the entries as they were made available for the judges to read, and then when it came 
time for further moderation. Next year we hope to streamline the process further from the schools’ 
perspective, as well as from the judging and administration perspectives.
Thank you to all of the school STS coordinators, Science teachers and parents/mentors who assisted 
the students to enter their best work into the competition, and also to the judges, who evaluated and 
commented on each entry with thought and care.


