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‘This changes everything’ was one of the Creative Writing topics for primary students in this year’s 
Science Talent Search. How appropriate, because in 2018 this Section went on-line! 
‘After many trials...’ was another topic. Students and teachers posted their entries onto the website. 
Some were then viewable, and some needed further format adjustments. This actual topic, however, 
was challenging for primary students because it was a mixture of scientific method and one example 
of technology. Putting these two things into a story-line with illustrations was a problem for many. Some 
students focussed on the history of the innovation; some on the scientist - and then left the science for 
an appendix. 
By far the most common topic was “This changes everything.” The cochlear bionic ear, and spray-on 
skin were very popular. Teacher-judges commented that many students failed to follow all of the criteria, 
particularly the word length. They also forgot (a) to include an index of science facts that had appeared 
in their story, and (b) illustrations. Still, the judges enjoyed reading the creative stories and marvelled at 
the beautifully creative illustrations. 
Talking to my own school students about the topics, they said that  ‘Now we think differently’ most 
expanded their knowledge of Australian scientists and their impact on our everyday life. So, this was 
‘A revolutionary moment in time’ (the last topic) because for many parents, students and, I suspect 
teachers too, we became aware of the importance of science, particularly Australian science, to the 
welfare of our world. 
Thank you to the many teachers who judged this year. Your patience and generosity with your time is 
appreciated. Thank you too, the parents and teachers who supported the students who entered. As the 
Science Talent Search coordinator at my school, I know the hours of work that goes into encouraging 
and organising students.


