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In 2020, a team of ten judges assessed fifty-three Intermediate Creative Writing entries from eighteen schools. The 
number of entries ‘received’ was equal to the 2019 total. The number of schools submitting entries was five less 
than in 2019. A nineteenth school contributed to thirty-seven registered but ‘not received’ entries from ten schools. 
In 2019 eight registered entries were ‘not received’. The ninety registered entries were a fifty percent increase from 
2019. The increase in ‘not received’ entries is possibly due to years 9 and 10 students commencing remote online 
learning from the start of term 2, introducing a new level of complexity in schools to teacher and STS coordinator 
liaison with students and the process of entry finalisation and submittal. 
The overall standard of Intermediate Creative Writing entries was again consistently high in 2020 and judging 
has continued to be very competitive. There were four allowed topics relating to the 2020 theme of ‘Deep Blue: 
innovations for the future of our oceans’. Two of the topics were equally popular. ‘Oceans of the future’ and 
‘Uncovering the secrets of the ocean’ were chosen by about sixty per cent of entrants. ‘The deep, deep ocean’ 
and ‘SOS: Save our oceans!’ were chosen by about forty per cent of entrants. Eight Major Bursaries of $70 and 
fifteen Minor Bursaries of $60 were awarded, thanks to the generosity of sponsors and donors. Five entries gained 
a Distinction award. All other entries were of a standard deserving of a Merit Certificate, which was a positive 
acknowledgment of their writing endeavour.
In 2020, it was stipulated that the creative writing pieces on one of the four topics must relate to the theme of 
‘Deep Blue: innovations for the future of the oceans’. Overall, the relationship between the students’ writing and the 
theme was generally tenuous. Stories were original and creative, but often didn’t have a connection to innovations 
for the future of the oceans. Key judging criteria discriminators for the award of a Major Bursary were again the 
integration of science ideas into writing, the amount of scientific content included in the writing, and originality and 
creativity. It is always important that students gain a thorough understanding of the section Guidelines page in the 
STS Handbook prior to commencing their writing project. The additional page on How to Cite References and Write 
a Bibliography will alert entrants to the requirement to list both the date and time that they access websites. If 
students have this in mind from the commencement of their entry, then they should be able to fulfil this formatting 
requirement. Importantly, students can use the Entry Guidelines as a self-assessment checklist prior to submitting 
their entry. 
Congratulations to all the 2020 Years 9 and 10 authors on their creative writing, with all entrants receiving a Bursary, 
Distinction or Merit Award. The judging team from ten schools across the Government, Catholic and Independent 
sectors is especially commended for using the online system of receiving entries for judging and entering comments 
and results so well. Judges did a sterling job of evaluating all entries using the judging criteria for Scientific Content 
and Presentation. They wrote feedback comments for each entrant, and they provided advice to the Section 
Coordinator. We are most appreciative of the judges’ volunteer time, expertise, and careful judging. We are grateful 
for the involvement of parents and other mentors. Thank you to all the school Science learning area directors, 
coordinators, teachers and education support staff for supporting and encouraging the students. 
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